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Welcome to Holy Spirit Primary 
- Together We Grow
We are a community who believes that together we grow. The development of each 
child is nurtured through the integration of faith, life and culture. We are dedicated to 
preparing our students for success, in a changing and challenging world, through a 
stimulating curriculum based on explicit teaching and learning in a modern learning 
environment.

Our community works in partnership and includes our students and their families, our 
staff, parish priests, and the parishioners of Holy Spirit Parish. Gospel values underpin 
our school program and form the basis for warm relationships and personal growth. Our 
ethos and our commitment to the values of the gospel drive us to keep our focus clearly 
on our students and all learning builds on the rich foundation of Catholic traditions and 
values. We enjoy many opportunities to celebrate and pray together.

Our vision is for our students to belong to a peaceful, Catholic community, which 
celebrates its cultural diversity, is accepting of each child’s individuality and strives to 
follow traditions of responsibility, gentleness, respect, compassion and generosity of 
spirit.

I invite you to read through our prospectus and visit us at Holy Spirit. We look forward to 
meeting you and helping you discover the many benefits of Holy Spirit.

Anne Hines        
Principal
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Catholic values underpin all areas of the curriculum and school life. We 
provide a positive environment to support our students to grow in their 
own self-belief and to give them the confidence to cope with whatever 
life challenges they might face. We instill in our students a sense of 
social justice allowing them to reach out to others.

Our Religious Education Program, Sharing Our Story enables our 
students to come to know Jesus and the Catholic tradition. We 
encourage students’ appreciation, creativity and participation in our 
prayer program. We are blessed to be on site with our Church and work 
closely with the parish to enable us to participate regularly in mass, 
prayer and a number of liturgical celebrations in the Church. A variety 
of prayer experiences are also provided in classrooms. Sacramental 
programs for the preparation of students for the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation are conducted in our parish.

Students also have the opportunity to participate in charitable works 
and social outreach allowing them to give back to their communities. 
We develop in our students a keen love for God, themselves, others 
and their world. 

Celebrating Our Faith
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At Holy Spirit we regard ourselves as a community of learners. We 
believe that learning is a lifelong process and we constantly review our 
teaching programs to provide the highest quality teaching and learning 
opportunities. As educators we collaboratively plan and implement 
learning programs. In addition to Religious Education, the learning 
program for students covers six Key Learning Areas (KLAs):

• English – reading, writing, talking and listening

• Mathematics – working mathematically, number, measurement, 
data, space and geometry, patterns and algebra

• Science  – using technology, investigating, designing and algebra

• History and Geography

• Creative Arts – music, visual arts, dance and drama

• Personal Development, Health and Physical Education

Holy Spirit has a contemporary approach to learning based on leading 
educational research, through the use of flexible learning spaces and 
teacher expertise to achieve the best outcomes for every child. The 
school design and adaptability of spaces make it easy to navigate 
through the school and are designed to maximise learning benefits.

Technology is highly valued at Holy Spirit and integral for today’s learning. 
We have made a significant commitment to the ongoing implementation 
of information communication technologies and encourage ‘hands 
on’ experiences so that our students might explore and develop as 
independent and effective users of information relevant to their lives. 
Learning technologies are integrated throughout the curriculum with 
students and teachers increasingly using a range of technologies and 
multimedia to enrich learning and teaching.

Learning together
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The religious dimension of our school is very much reflected in our relationships 
and is expressed through our celebration of community. We make a conscious 
effort to build the self esteem of students, staff and their families. As a parish 
school we are responsive to the hopes and dreams of the local faith community. 
We see ourselves as very much part of the parish and are happy to find ourselves 
with the spiritual guidance and support of the Augustinians who pastor this 
community.

At Holy Spirit, student wellbeing is expressed through:

•  the development of quality relationships

•  satisfying and engaging learning experiences

•  an effective care network

•  experiences and structures that provide for the integrated spiritual and 
human growth of students

Children are guided in being responsible for their own learning behaviour and 
the choices they make. Children are always given an opportunity to be heard, 
developing a sense of justice in their relationships with each other.

There is a whole school approach based on ownership of behaviour, clear 
expectations and boundaries. This includes rewards, both extrinsic and intrinsic and 
is proactive, positive and non-discriminatory.

Spiritual and Personal 
Development
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At Holy Spirit, we recognise that each student has a unique learning path, 
we provide a rich array of engaging learning experiences for our students 
to become independent and successful learners. We ensure that we know 
each student and meet their diverse and individual needs.

Each child is unique and learns in a variety of ways and at different 
rates. In some cases, children have learning difficulties or disabilities that 
require additional programs and support. Through the pastoral care of 
our students we meet their individual needs with the help of our learning 
support team. 

We offer a focused literacy program through Focus160 and a literacy 
intervention program through Reading Recovery. We also facilitate 
Extended Mathematical Understanding (EMU) intervention for small 
groups of children as part of our numeracy program. Each student is 
challenged and supported to reach his or her potential.

Successful learners
The Learning Support team provides support to classroom teachers and 
their students in a variety of ways, including working with teachers to 
develop appropriate learning tasks for students, working individually with 
students, assisting parents to access support from outside agencies and 
arranging assessments through the Catholic Education Office and other 
agencies.

Our school has developed a Literacy Lift Off Program to target children in 
Stage 1 who need a boost to improve their reading skills. This program 
which is implemented and supported by the literacy support teacher, 
teacher assistants, classroom teacher and parents, has proven to be a 
wonderful success story in improving the literacy achievement of our 
students.
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At Holy Spirit we believe that students should be encouraged to express themselves 
outside the classroom through the opportunity to participate in a wide range of 
extra-curricular activities including:

• Creative and performing arts opportunities in choir, music and drama 

• School Choir, Band and CAPTIVATE Strings Program

• Each year the educational programs are supported by excursions and 
incursions

• Book Week activities that enhance our reading program 

• Sporting events which encourage enjoyment for all 

• Representing the school by competing at inter-diocesan and state level in 
various arenas in netball, touch football and soccer

• Year 6 Diocesan ‘Voice of Youth’ public speaking competition

• Entering several competitions such as the University of New South Wales 
competitions in Mathematics and English

• Transition programs including the Kindergarten Starting School program, 
which is held in Term 4 of the year before the student starts school,   
and Year 6 high school transition preparation

• Student leadership opportunities including formal leadership responsibilities 
for Year 6 students

Pursuing Passions
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Parents are the prime educators of their children in faith and life and we 
work in partnership with parents to provide the most holistic education 
program for our students. We invite parents to take an active part in Holy 
Spirit Primary School in many ways.

Our school committee, that consists of parent representatives from each 
class, meet regularly to share ideas and discuss school initiatives. Our 
parents are also involved in fundraising. Funds raised enable the purchase 
of a great variety of resources for the children. Parents assist in the 
uniform shop, library and graduation committee.

Our open door policy encourages parents to become involved where 
possible to enhance the teaching and learning program.  As a class helper, 
parents hear students read, assist with ‘electives’, this includes art and 
craft, cooking, yoga etc. Families are also welcome to be involved in the 
religious and community life of our school and to attend school gatherings 
such as assemblies, information nights, concerts and liturgies and many 
other events throughout the school year. 

We value our close working partnership with our parents and families and 
the school is always very appreciative of the work volunteer parents do for 
the school.

Partnering with the 
Community
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Holy Spirit serves St Clair and its surrounding communities. Where places 
are limited, enrolment priority will be given in order to:

•  Catholic children who live in the local parish and surrounding 
parishes and children of families who actively participate in the life 
of the school and local parish community

• See the school website for the enrolment policy and procedures

Catholic schools have a strong religious dimension and people of 
other faiths who wish to enrol in Catholic schools should be willing to 
participate in the religious activities of the school. 

While applications for all grades are taken at any time of the year, the 
main enrolment period for Kindergarten is between March and May in the 
year before the child will attend school.

Enrolment information 
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Why not contact the school to enrol your child today and discover the 
many benefits of joining the Holy Spirit community.

We look forward to welcoming you to Holy Spirit.

Holy Spirit Primary
7-17 Todd Row St Clair NSW 2759
P 9670 5379
F 9834 3209
E holyspirit@parra.catholic.edu.au
www.hsstclair.catholic.edu.au

Enrol your child 
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Our Story

Holy Spirit Primary School was opened in 1985 when St Clair was a new 
and developing suburb. Over the years Holy Spirit has grown to meet 
the changing needs of the parish and local community. Our student 
population has changed as the local community has changed. Our 
welcoming community includes a rich tapestry of cultural backgrounds. 
Our school’s motto of ‘together we grow’ represents a spirit of inner 
strength guiding our relationships and expresses the school’s identity, 
beliefs and hopes. Working together is an essential part of our foundation. 

We take pride in our school’s growth and development, spacious and 
modern classrooms and versatile multi-purpose area. Our school also has 
many wonderful facilities, such as basketball courts, multiple grass areas, 
expansive soft fall outdoor areas and canteen. Our school’s manicured 
gardens and shelter areas add to our pleasant environment, which makes 
coming to school every day enjoyable. Our school uniform also gains 
appeal for its attractiveness and comfort, and contemporary style. 

The school library, named the St Augustine Learning Centre, was 
purposely built as a focal point of teaching and learning in the school. 
It is a colourful and inspiring learning and resource environment that is 

accessible to complement and extend learning themes. It draws students, 
teachers and other members of the school community by providing a 
comprehensive range of print, electronic and online resources to support 
the curriculum and recreational needs. The library boasts the latest 
in wireless technology offering speedy and efficient connectivity to a 
network of computers.

Holy Spirit has a strong history and vast experience in enabling all 
students to grow more confident and engaged in learning, which is 
necessary for lifelong learning. Our students participate in learning 
experiences that are purposeful and relevant to their lives, providing for 
their continual development.
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7-17 Todd Row St Clair NSW 2759
Tel: 9670 5379  Fax: 9834 3209

 Email: holyspirit@parra.catholic.edu.au
www.hsstclair.catholic.edu.au


